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Civil society organizations (CSOs) defending the environment in 

Thailand face direct violence, abduction, threats, and judicial 

harassment as a part of efforts by government and vested business 

interests to criminalize their work.  

Khon Rak Ban Kerd Group (KRBKG), which means “people who 

love their homeland”, was formed by villagers from six communities 

affected by mining operations in northeast Thailand. The CSO 

monitors the impact 

of mining, pursues 

compensation for health and environmental degradation, 

and fights for an end to local mining operations. 

In July of 2017, seven women human rights defenders 

(WHRDs) from KRBKG faced criminal charges for their 

participation in non-violent sit-ins that demanded 

community inclusion in the decision to use forest land for 

mining operations. Lifeline provided funds for legal support, 

and as a result, the WHRDs were acquitted. 

  

 

The Lifeline Embattled CSO Assistance Fund is a consortium of seven international NGOS - CIVICUS, Freedom House, 

International Center for Non-Profit Law, Front Line Defenders, FORUM-ASIA, Swedish International Liberal Centre, and 

People in Need – supported by 19 governments that seek to address threats to civic space. The Lifeline Fund 

provides emergency financial assistance to civil society organizations (CSOs) under threat and rapid response 

advocacy and resiliency grants to address broader threats to civil society and freedom of association and assembly. 

 

5 ½ years of prison if convicted 

19 criminal and civil lawsuits filed against 

villagers by mining companies for their 

activism 

$9 million demanded by local mining 

operations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When our activists were charged under the Public 

Assembly Law, we were motivated to fight back.” 

KRBKG team member, April 2018 

 

 

“Support from Lifeline allowed us to 

gain strong legal representation to 

defend our activists, and thankfully 

they were acquitted.  Now, we can 

continue advocating for the rights 

of our community by organizing 

against mining operations in Loei 

Province.” 
 

KRBKG team member, April 2018 

 

 

KRBKG leader Pornthip Hongchai taking part in a meeting with 

local community groups 

Thailand 

info@csolifeline.org    http://csolifeline.org     @csolifeline  
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