
Embattled CSO 
Assistance Fund 

“The Lifeline team heard our voice at a time when 

hope was dying for us to continue efforts for human 

rights especially for women’s rights and their em-

powerment in our project operation areas. Lifeline 

encouraged and enabled our organization's staff to 

continue its mission”  

-Pakistani CSO representative 

WHAT IS LIFELINE?  

The Lifeline Embattled CSO Assistance Fund is a consortium of seven international NGOs that provides 

assistance to civil society organizations (CSOs) under threat or attack through emergency assistance 

and rapid response advocacy grants and resiliency grants that address broad threats to civil society, 

particularly freedom of association and freedom of assembly. 

WHO ARE THE LIFELINE 

CONSORTIUM ? 
 Freedom House 
 Asian Forum for Human 

Rights & Development 
 CIVICUS: World Alliance 

for Citizen Participation 
 Front Line Defenders 
 International Center for 

Not-for-Profit Law 
 People in Need 
 Swedish International 

Liberal Centre 

 1440 
CSOs supported in 105 

countries since 2011  

 
Lifeline has provided $9.9 million                
in direct assistance to embattled CSOs 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR SUPPORT? 

Established CSOs with at least two or more activists 

that are threatened as a result of their human 

rights activities are eligible for assistance. CSOs 

need not be officially registered but must be able 

to document a history of human rights activism. 

Beyond traditional NGOs, this can include journalist 

associations, network organizations, community-

based organizations, student groups, labor unions, 

think tanks, and other associations. 

WHO SUPPORTS LIFELINE? 

Lifeline is a multi-donor initiative supported 

by the governments of Australia, Benin, 

Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Finland, 

Denmark, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxem-

bourg, Mongolia, Netherlands, Norway, Po-

land, Sweden, United Kingdom, United 

States, and Uruguay.  

“Thanks to the grant, we were able to improve the 

security situation of the persecuted defenders, 

and we were able to temporarily secure a safe 

place for them.”   

  -Syrian CSO Representative   



Lifeline Grants 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

Emergency:  To request an application, email 

info@csolifeline.org or apply directly online at 

frontlinedefenders.org. 

Advocacy/Resiliency: Contact a consortium 

partner directly for more information or          

advocacy@csolifeline.org for general inquiries. 

ADVOCACY GRANTS  

Lifeline advocacy grants support short-term advocacy efforts that help local CSOs push back 

against closing civic space, such as projects that mobilize against restrictive legislation or build 

broad-based coalitions at a national level.  Lifeline advocacy grants can support a wide variety of 

activities, such as: community mobilization; policy and legal advocacy; strategic litigation; and 

awareness-raising campaigns. 

 
1100 

CSOs received      

emergency assistance 

EMERGENCY GRANTS 

Through Freedom House and Front Line Defend-

ers, Lifeline provides small, short-term emergen-

cy grants to CSOs threatened because of their 

human rights work.  These grants can address 

security, training, medical expenses, legal repre-

sentation, temporary relocation, trial monitoring, 

prison visits, equipment replacement, and other 

urgent expenses. 

 
Among surveyed CSOs 97% said 

Lifeline emergency assistance positively 

impacted their safety 

RESPONDING TO A GLOBAL CRACKDOWN 

According to Lifeline consortium partner ICNL, since 2012, more than 50 countries have considered or 

enacted repressive civil society legislation, including prohibitions on foreign funding, burdensome NGO 

laws, and loosely interpreted communications and anti-terror laws. Combined with direct attacks on 

civil society and other restrictions on civic freedoms, this wave of legislation has led to the criminalization 

of dissent in many countries across the globe. 

RESILIENCY GRANTS 

Resiliency grants provide support to threatened 

CSOs to proactively avoid or mitigate the 

threats they face and help them continue to 

work in high-risk environments.  These grants are 

highly flexible and support a range of activities 

including digital or physical security training; 

technical training on how to respond to restric-

tive CSO legislation; building peer-to-peer sup-

port networks, or establishing temporary collab-

orative space to help CSOs return to work. 

 
340 

CSOs received advocacy or 

resiliency grants 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Visit www.csolifeline.org or email 

info@csolifeline.org. 


