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When Martial Law was imposed by President Duterte in Mindanao, southern Philippines in May 2017, 

government forces escalated their harassment, assault, and extrajudicial killing of civil society leaders and 

human rights activists. Although characterized as a counter-terrorism effort, the law has been used to stifle 

peaceful dissent. 

 

To respond, Lifeline supported the Rural Missionaries of the 

Philippines–Northern Mindanao Region (RMP-NMR) to establish 

the Mindanao Observatory for Human Rights, which formed a 

coalition of CSOs in a campaign to repeal Martial Law.  RMP 

created an online portal to document violations and produced 

a documentary film highlighting how Martial Law affects local 

communities. Using these materials, RMP held a series public 

forums at universities and churches to raise awareness about the 

government’s assault against fundamental freedoms in 

Mindanao. 

 

 

 

17 CSO partners recruited for the Observatory 

61 human rights violations documented and published to 

date 

1,258 people viewed awareness raising film “Defend” 

around the world 

 

 

Asia: The Philippines 

“Because of Lifeline’s support, we 

were able to find new allies in the 

church and in academia—using first-

hand testimony and videos, we are 

bringing to their attention the massive 

campaign against human rights 

defenders and CSOs in Mindanao.  

This is helping us to erode support for 

Duterte’s violent policies targeting 

indigenous and vulnerable rural 

communities.” 

 

 

The 

Philippines 

Mindanao 

Lumad Festival at a university in Mindanao, June 2018 

RMP-NMR team member, 

 January 2018 

 

SHORT-TERM GRANTS FOR ADVOCACY 

The Lifeline Embattled CSO Assistance Fund is a consortium of seven international NGOS - CIVICUS, Freedom House, International 

Center for Non-Profit Law, Front Line Defenders, FORUM-ASIA, Swedish International Liberal Centre, and People in Need – 

supported by 19 governments that seek to address threats to civic space. The Lifeline Fund provides short-term grants to civil 

society organizations (CSOs) under threat for their human rights work. 

info@csolifeline.org    http://csolifeline.org     @csolifeline  

 


